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ANNOUNCEMENT. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  contained  in  section 
2,  of  an  Act  of  Congress  (Public  No.  40,  65th  Congress) 
approved  August  10,  1917,  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Mar- 
kets, of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  has 
been  authorized  and  instructed,  as  an  agent  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  Agriculture,  to  take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary 
to  obtain  authoritative  information  regarding  the  matters 
authorized  to  be  investigated   under  that  section. 

The  Seed  Reporting  Service  has  been  established  pur- 
suant to  sections  2  and  8,  of  the  Act,  to  obtain  such  in- 
formation concerning  seeds,  as  may  seem  necessary  or 
desirable. 

The  Seed  Reporter  is  printed  at  and  mailed  from  Chi- 
cago. The  regular  monthly  issue  is  mailed  as  soon  as  off 
the  press,  which  usually  is  between  the  sixth  and  tenth  of 
the  month.  On  application  to  the  field  office  of  the  Seed 
Reporting  Service,  59  Board  of  Trade  Building,  Chicago, 
Illinois,  a  copy  will  be  furnished  to  any  one  after,  but  not 
before,  nine  o'clock  of  the  morning  of  the  first  business 
day  following  the  date  of  mailing. 

CHARLES  J.  BRAND,  Chief,  Bureau  of  Markets. 

W.  A.  WHEELER,  in  Charge,  Seed  Reporting  Service. 


FIXED   PRICES   AND   MARGINS   OF  PROFIT. 

Numerous  inquiries  are  being  received  concerning  the 
fixing  of  prices  on  clover  seed  and  seed  corn,  and  on  beans, 
peas,  and  other  seed  crops,  commonly  used  as  food  crops. 
Thus  far  the  only  commodity  in  the  same  category  with 
the  aforementioned  ones  upon  which  a  price  has  been  fixed 
is  wheat.  In  the  case  of  wheat,  licensed  elevators  or  ware- 
housemen who  have  obtained  a  modification  of  their  license 
permitting  them  to  store  wheat  and  rye,  suitable  for  seed 
and  to  be  used  for  bona  fide  seeding  purposes  only,  for  a 
longer  period  than  thirty  days,  are  forbidden  to  sell  seed 
wheat  at  a  greater  advance  than  fifteen  per  cent  in  excess 
of  the  price  at  time  of  purchase  for  Number  1  wheat,  based 
upon  the  price  being  paid  at  the  nearest  terminal  by  the 
Food  Administration  Grain  Corporation.  The  restrictions 
in  the  matter  of  handling  seed  wheat  that  apply  to  the 
licensed  elevators  and  warehousemen  do  not  apply  to  seeds- 
men, for  it  is  recognized  that  seedsmen  from  the  very 
nature  of  their  business  in  being  compelled  to  pay  premiums 
for  choice  lots  of  wheat,  in  shrinkage  resulting  from  reclean- 
ing  and  in  parceling  out  their  stocks  in  smaller  quantities 
cannot  work  on  so  small  a  margin  of  profit  as  elevators  can. 
In  other  words,  seedsmen  are  not  limited  to  the  fifteen  per 
cent  margin  of  profit  in  handling  seed  wheat,  but  it  will 
facilitate  matters  if  at  the  time  of  purchase  of  seed  wheat 
from  elevators,  seedsmen  will  make  it  clear  that  the  wheat 
is  to  be  used  for  seeding  purposes  only.  No  special  form 
is  required  to  be  filled  out  by  seedsmen  at  the  time  of  pur- 
chase or  sale  of  seed  wheat.  The  Food  Administration  has 
announced  its  intention  to  act  in  the  matter  of  regulating 
prices  or  in  restricting  seedsmen  as  to  profits  or  practices 
only  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture. 


SEEDS    AND    OTHER    COMMODITIES    EXEMPTED 
FROM  EMBARGOES. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Smith,  Regional  Director  of  Eastern  Rail- 
roads, under  date  of  January  30,  1918,  issued  a  memoran- 
dum to  presidents  of  railroads  in  Official  Classification 
Territory  exempting  certain  important  commodities  from 
embargoes  then  in  force.  The  list  of  the  commodities  ex- 
empted includes,  among  others,  field  and  garden  seeds,  seed 
potatoes,  nursery  stock,  insecticides  and  spraying  materials, 
agricultural  implements  required  for  spring  planting,  fertil- 
izers, and  feed  for  animal  or  poultry  consumption. 


Scope    of 
Seed  Survey  of  January  31,  1918. 

The  War  Emergency  Seed  Survey  of  January  31,  1918, 
covers  both  vegetable  and  field  seeds.  In  order  that  the 
information  from  this  survey  may  be  of  the  greatest  service 
to  both  Governmental  agencies  and  the  public  in  giving 
facts  regarding  the  production  and  supplies  of  seed  available 
for  1918  planting,  it  has  been  necessary  to  extend  the. 
inquiry  beyond  what  was  first  contemplated.  It  is  recog- 
nized that  where  permanent  records  are  correctly  and 
systematically  kept,  the  task  will  not  be  difficult  and  that 
in  such  cases  figures  can  be  given  from  actual  records  rather 
than  from  estimates.  In  cases  where  the  records  are  not 
kept,  figures  may  have  to  be  based  on' estimates.  However, 
there  is  no  seed  concern  which  cannot  with  little  effort 
make  intelligent  estimates  for  all  the  statements  that  are 
required   in   the  survey. 

The  information  requested  from  dealers  covers  stock 
on  hand  January  31,  for  both  1917  and  1918,  the  midsummer 
carry-over  inventory  for  1916  and  1917,  total  receipts  from 
the  midsummer  inventory  up  to  the  date  of  the  survey  for 
the  two  periods  1916-17  and  1917-18,  and  the  adequacy  of  the 
present  stocks  of  garden  seeds  to  meet  the  normal  demands 
in  the  spring  of  1918.  In  addition  to  this  information,  grow- 
ers of  vegetable  seeds  are  required  to  give  statements  of 
quantities  produced  in  1916  and  1917,  the  acreage  for  1916 
and  1917  and  the  probable  acreage  for  1918,  average  prices 
quoted  on  advance  growing  contracts  for  1916,  1917,  and 
1918,  and  the  per  cent  of  delivery  on  growing  contracts  for 
1916  and  1917.  . 

Schedules  have  been  mailed  to  seed  dealers  and  gowers 
that  are  on  the  mailing  list  of  the  Department,  but  it  is 
recognized  that  theschedules  will  not  reach  everyone  who 
should  report  in  this  survey.  In  some  cases  the  names  of 
those  who  should  report  may  not  be  included  in  the  mailing 
lists,  and  in  other  cases  it  may  be  that  the  schedules  will 
fail  to  reach  the  proper  person  after  mailing.  In  order 
tomake  it  easier  for  all  those  who  are  required  to  report  in 
this  survey  to  obtain  schedules,  a  supply  of  them  has  been 
placed  in  five  of  the  field  offices  of  the  Seed  Reporting 
Service,  where  they  may  be  obtained  on  request,  either  by 
those  who  failed  to  receive  copies  of  the  schedule  or  who 
need  additional  copies  on  which  to  report  for  branch  estab- 
lishments. These  schedules  may  be  obtained  by  addressing 
any  one  of  the  following  offices  of  the  Seed  Reporting  Serv- 
ice: 320  Flour  Exchange,  Minneapolis,  Minnesota;  59 
Board  of  Trade,  Chicago,  Illinois;  222  Produce  Exchange, 
Kansas  City,  Missouri;  1710  Third  National  Bank,  Atlanta, 
Georgia;  and  511  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Spokane,  Wash- 
ington. Duplicate  copies  of  the  schedule  are  furnished, 
so  that  one  copy  may  be  filled  out  and  returned  as  directed 
and  the  other  copy  filled  out  and  retained  for  future  refer- 
ence by  the  one  reporting. 

Those  who  are  required  to  report  on  this  survey  are 
the  following:  All  wholesale  and  mail  order  seed  dealers; 
all  retail  seed  dealers  whose  main  business  is  handling 
seeds;  all  other  seed  dealers,  seed  growers,  and  seed  com- 
mission men  whose  stock  on  hand  January  31,  1918,  amounts 
to  500  pounds  of  vegetable  seeds,  or  5,000  pounds  of  field 
seeds  of  the  kinds  included  in  the  schedule;  all  growers, 
dealers,  agents  of  foreign  concerns,  or  manufacturers  who 
grow  or  handle  sugar  beet  seed  in  commercial  quantities; 
all  canners  of  vegetables  who  grow  vegetable  seeds  in  com- 
mercial quantities;  and  all  independent  and  contract  growers 
of  vegetable  seeds. 

The  time  specified  by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  un- 
der the  law  for  filling  out  and  mailing  or  delivering  the 
schedule  to  Washington  is  ten  days  following  the  date  the 
schedule  is  received  by  the  person  who  is  required  to  fill 
it  out. 
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Clover  Seed  Information  from  Shippers. 

To  assist  in  determining  the  conditions  prevailing  in 
some  of  the  principal  clover  seed  producing  States  a  letter 
of  inquiry  was  sent  to  shippers  asking  the  following  ques- 
tions: (1)  Will  the  high  prices  of  clover  seed  curtail  the 
local  consumption,  and  if  so  to  what  extent?  (2)  Has  hull- 
ing generally  been  completed  in  your  section?  (3)  How  does 
the  amount  of  clover  seed  that  has  been,  or  will  be,  shipped 
from  your,  station  compare  with  that  of  last  year  and  of 
normal  years? 

Replies  were  received  from  over  350  shippers  embracing 
the  States  of  Wisconsin,  Michigan,  Illinois,  Indiana,  and 
Ohio.  In  general,  opinion  was  about  evenly  divided  among 
the  dealers  as  to  whether  the  prevailing  prices  would  or 
would  not  materially  decrease  the  acreage  of  clover  to  be 
s,own  this  year.  Reports  indicated  that  the  hulling  of  clover 
seed  has  been  completed  in  most  sections,  and  that  the 
shipments  would  be  below  normal  for  the  1917-18  crop 
season.  A  few  sections  report  a  surplus  of  clover  seed  over 
the  local  demand,  whereas  some  sections  report  that  all  of 
the  seed  produced  will  be  required  for  local  consumption, 
and  other  sections,  which  normally  produce  a  surplus,  report 
that  a  considerable  amount  of  seed  will  have  to  be  shipped 
in    for   local   consumption. 


Explanation  of  Tables 

on   Sorghums,  Millets,  Sudan  Grass,  Cbwpeas,  Soy  Beans, 
and  Lespedeza. 

Under  date  of  December  31,  1917,  War  Emergency 
Seed  Reports  were  requested  from  shippers  of  sorghums, 
millets,  cowpeas,  soy  beans,  and  lespedeza  to  obtain  in- 
formation relative  to  stocks  and  shipments  of  these  crops 
for   1917  as  compared  with  those  of  previous  years. 

It  was  anticipated  that  a  very  comprehensive  compilation 
of  these  reports  could  be  made  in  this  issue  of  the  Seed 
Reporter,  but  the  serious  weather  conditions  during  the  past 
month  have  disturbed  the  mail  service  to  such  an  extent 
that  complete  returns  have  not  been  received  at  this  time. 
The  tables  given  here  are  therefore  a  compilation  of  reports 
received  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  complete  data. 
The  figures  found  in  the  tables  will  prove  of  considerable 
value,  as  representing  actual  quantities  on  hand  and  shipped, 
careful  estimates  of  probable  shipments  after  December  31, 
1917,  per  cent  in  farmers'  hands  on  December  31,  1917,  and 
quality  of  the  seed.  If  subsequent  reports  materially  change 
the  results  stated  in  these  tables,  revised  and  corrected  tables 
may  be  published  in  the  Seed  Reporter  at  some  future  date. 
It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  these  figures  do  not 
represent  the  total  production.  A  tabulation  of  shipments, 
even  when  complete,. would  represent  only  the  surplus  pro- 
duction in  a  given  locality,  that  is,  the  quantity  of  a  given 
crop  which  could  be  spared  for  shipment  to  other  localities. 
The  grouping  of  data  has  been  by  States  and  sections 
Of  States.  Whenever  reports  from  sections  of  States  have 
been  sufficiently  important  to  warrant  their  being  given 
separately,  this  has  been  done.  The  States  and  sections 
reporting  small  shipments  have  been  grouped  under  "Other 
Sections."  The  section  limits  used  are  those  adopted  by 
the  Bureau  of  Markets  grain  and  hay  market  reporting 
.service. 

Column  1  gives  quantities  in  the  hands  of  all  shippers 
on  December  31,  1917.  This  includes  quantities  reported  by 
both  large  and  small  shippers. 

Columns  2,  3,  and  4  give  actual  quantities  of  primary 
shipments  only  as  shown  by  reports  received.  Stocks 
reported  that  had  been  obtained  from  other  shippers  were 
eliminated  from  the  reports.  The  figures  therefore  do  not 
contain  duplications,  which  would  be  the  case  if  both 
primary  and  secondary  shipments  were  included. 

Column  5  gives  shippers'  estimates  of  the  per  cent  of 
the  1917  crop  in  growers'  hands  on  December  31,  1917. 
These  figures  do  not  give  necessarily  the  per  cent  that  will 
be  shipped  out,  as  the  remainder  may  be  consurhed  all  or 
in  part  in  the  vicinity  where  produced. 

Column  6  gives  shippers'  estimates  of  the  quality  of 
the  1917  crop  in  their  sections  in  percentages  as  follows: 
Good  quality  is  indicated  by  100  per  cent,  fair  quality  by 
75  per  cent,  and  poor  quality  by  50  per  cent. 

Under  "Other  Grain  Sorghums"  it  will  be  noted  that 
relatively  large  quantities  are  reported  for  California.  This 
probably  is  largely  Egyptian  corn.  The  large  quantities 
reported  under  this  classification  for  western  Kansas  prob- 
ably include,  in  addition  to  other  kinds,  mixtures  of  kafir, 
milo  and  feterita. 

Seed  that  is  bought  directly  from  farmers  by  large 
seed   houses   is    not   shown   in    this    report.     The   report    of 


relatively  large  quantities  of  kafir  and  milo  on  hand  in 
northwestern  Missouri  is  due  to  the  holdings  of  some  of 
the  grain  dealers  in  Kansas  City. 

All  quantities  are  given  in  thousands  of  pounds,  that  is, 
the  last  three  figures  are  omitted. 


Tabulation  of  Reports  from  Shippers  of 

COWPEAS,   SOY   BEANS,  AND   LESPEDEZA, 

Under  date  of  December  31,  1917.    - 

All  statements  of  quantity  are  given  in  thousands  of  pounds, 
that  is,  the  last  three  figures   (000)   are  omitted. 


State    or    Section. 
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COWPEAS. 


No.    Alabama    

S.   W.   Alabama   

S.   E.   Alabama    

N.    Georgia    

S.   W.   Georgia    

S.  E.  Georgia  

N.    Mississippi    

S.   W.   Mississippi    .... 

S.  E.  Mississippi 

N.    Louisiana    

S.  Louisiana   

VV.    Tennessee    

Cent.   Tennessee   

E.  Tennessee   

S.  E.  South  Carolina. 
VV.  South  Carolina. . . . 
N.    E.   South  Carolina. 

E.    North    Carolina 

Cent.  North  Carolina. . 
W.   North   Carolina.... 

Kentucky    

Illinois    

Indiana     

Missouri 

Arkansas     

Texas     

Colorado     

Florida    

Virginia    

Other   sections    


Totals  ." 612 


39 
35 
27 
51 
38 
17 
45 
31 
25 
4 
21 
35 
42 

20 
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31 
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18 
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2 
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13 
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321 

277 

665 

210 

215 

1,048 
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142 
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144 

216 

1.152 

1.439 
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269 
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1.274 
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86 
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86 
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415 

116 
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1 

1 
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605 

9 

138 

49 

12 

56 

28 

20 

74 

46 

148 

912 

61 

54 

112 

30 

230 

35S 

25 

2 

1,189 

218 

2,560 

5 

31 

25 

106 

37 

295 

101 

346 

150 

6 

34 

17 

596 

29 

201 

63 

3 

67 

8.020 

6.269 

20.557 

786 

1,000 

409 

1.584 

6,101 

2,919 

839 

4,935 

834 

1,173 

680 

391 

75S 

1,286 

350 

979 

335 

510 

556 

519 

40 

32 

192 

1,639 

67 

169 

537 

28 

1,105 

151 


30,904 
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95 
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43 

89 
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73 
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56 
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74 

85 

37 

88 

92 

65 

91 

64 

95 

54 

91 

SO 

66 

93 

7S 

95 

77 

75 

SO 


$3.60 
3.41 
3.50 
3.64 
3.97 
4.36 
3.75 
4.40 
3.85 
3.86 
4.40 
3. SO 
4.56 
4.30 
4.17 
4.15 
4.57 
5.17 
5.08 
4.15 
3.10 
3.73 
4.30 
3.35 
5.00 
4.07 
4.25 
3.83 
4.72 
4.90 
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17 
82 
58 
21 

115 
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73 
19 
82 

29S 
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117 

139 

81 

204 

81 

419 
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11 

47 

50 
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171 

155 

130 
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38 
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55 
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90 
74 
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90 
74 

"l9 
91 
85 
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S3 
82 
94 
74 
.    95 
94 
90 
75 
85 
79 
88 
71 
92 
85 

4  55 

6.00 

4.75 

4.76 

5.24 

Cent.  &  W.  No.  Carolina 

4.50 
4.80 
4.77 
5.25 

5.00 

5.S7 

5.50 

490 

560 

193 

1.507 

1.002 

7.451 

14,442 

73 

LESPEDEZA    OR    JAPAN    CLOVER. 

N.    Alabama    

N.  Mississippi 

3 

6 

6 

24 

25 

16 
15 
12 

24 

27 

25 
19 

2 
56 

5 

14 
32 
25 
■■09 
26 

44 

30 

252 

1,220 

86 

5 
13 

99 

42 

93 
71 
65 
73 
73 

17.25 
30.50 
25.40 
2S.20 

23.60 

64 

94 

107 

206 

1,632 

30 

73 

SUDAN  GRASS  REPORT 

for   December   31,   1917. 

All  Statements  of  Quantity  are  given  in  thousands  of  pounds, 
i.  e.,  the  last  three  figures   (000),  are  omitted. 


State   or  Section. 

Number   of   Shippers 
Reporting. 

Quantity    1917    Crop    on 
Hand  Dec.  31,  1917. 

Quantity    1917    Crop 
Shipped    O'ut    up    to 
Dec.  31,   1917. 

Estimated   Quantity    1917 
Crop  that  will  be  shipped 
out    after    Dec.    31,    1917. 

p. 
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0!  a 
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Estimated    per   cent    1917 
Crop   in   Growers'   Hands 
Dec.  31,   1917. 
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17 
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204 

11 
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135 

210 

277 

49 

7 

60 

55 
60 
62 

79 

C.   and  E.  Texas. 
Other    sections    . .  . 

88 
75 
83 

Totals     

93 

202 

260 

379 

678 

60 

81 
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Retail  Prices  on  Vegetable  Seeds. 

The  following  table  has  been  compiled  from  a  large 
number  of  retail  mail  order  catalogs  received  from  repre- 
sentative seedsmen.  The  prices  given  after  each  crop  repre- 
sent retail  prices  of  standard  varieties  for  1918,  and  for 
the  same  varieties  in  1917.  So-called  novelties  were  not 
included  because  their  prices  would  disturb  normal  com- 
parisons. It  will  be  seen  that  all  prices  in  1918  are  higher 
than  those  in  1917.  The  increases  range  from  about  5  per 
cent  on  celery  up  to  260  per  cent  on  Swede  turnips.  The 
average  increase  in  catalog  prices  on  all  the  vegetable  crops 
listed  as  shown  by  this  table  is  about  60  per  cent. 

A  study  of  the  catalogs  shows  that  some  seedsmen 
have  endeavored  to  maintain  prices  on  many  items  approxi- 
mately the  same  as  or  but  slightly  above  those  of  last  year, 
while  other  seedsmen  have  raised  their  prices  materially 
on  practically  all  the  items. 


Crop. 

Beet,    Garden    

Beet,    Mangel    

Cabbage    

Carrot      

Celery     

Cucumber     

Lettuce     

Muskmelon    

Watermelon     

Onion    Seed     

Parsley      

Parsnips      

Radish     

Spinach     

Squash,    Summer    .  . 
Squash,   Winter    .  . . 

Tomato     

Turnip,   English    .  .  . 
Turnip,    Swede 

Beans,    Dwarf    Snap 
Beans,    Garden    Pole 

Peas,    Garden    

Sweet  Corn    


1918 


1917 


Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

per  oz. 

per  lb. 

per  oz. 

per  lb. 

20 

234 

13 

132 

13 

132 

8 

57 

45 

505 

25 

298 

22 

223 

14 

142 

54 

635 

52 

597 

14 

177 

11 

93 

15 

141 

14 

134 

17 

152 

16 

117 

12 

97 

11 

79 

55 

516 

23 

250 

13 

107 

11 

88 

18 

176 

10 

68 

21 

167 

10 

67 

19 

212 

11 

89 

14 

138 

10 

94 

15 

148 

12 

96 

38 

411 

29 

297 

18 

196 

10 

69 

22 

235 

9 

65 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

.  Cents 

per  qt. 

per  lb. 

per  qt. 

per  lb. 

79 

43 

62 

32 

76 

41 

45 

26 

61 

37 

43 

23 

61 

38 

47 

26 

IMPORTS  OF   FORAGE   PLANT  SEED   PERMITTED 

ENTRY  INTO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Under  the    Seed  Importation  Act. 

Compiled  by  the  Seed  Laboratory  of  the   Bureau  of  Plant 

Industry,   United   States   Department   of  Agriculture. 


Kind    of    seed. 


Alfalfa    

Canada    bluegrass. 
Clover,   alstke 
Clover,    crimson. . . 

Clover,  red  

Clover,  white 

Millet.  Hungarian. 
Millet,  broomcorn. 
Orchard  grass 

Rape    

English  rye  grass. 
Italian  rye  grass. . 

Hairy  vetch    

Spring  vetch    


Jan.  1918. 
pounds. 


2S9.900 
375.700 
107,400 


1,700 
'  42,300 


1.232,500 

225.100 

64.500 

9.700 


Jan.  1017. 
pounds. 


206,600 


360.000 
319,100 
582,900 


10.100 

20,000 

132.100 

301.300 

327.200 

48,100 

7.600 


7  months 
ending 

Jan.31.'lS 
pounds. 


24,500 

470,900 

1.430.400 

1.217,900 

126.900 

52,700 

9.000 

260,800 

57.600 

9,858,200 

716.700 

302,100 

1S9.600 


7  months 

ending 

Jan.31,'17 

pounds. 


1.593  900 

20,800 

3.091,000 

4,036,300 

2,645.500 

101,100 

104,500 

7S.100 

1,158.900 

i.noo.noo 

S94.100 

335.200 

171.400 

23,800 


Year 

ending 

June30,'17 

pounds. 


3.169.600 

495,300 

4.329,000 

5,776,300 

5,343,600 

157.800 

259,500 

786,400 

1.2S6.300 

2,285,700 

1,667,900 

480,700 

295,600 

29.900 


Tear 

ending 

June30,'16 

pounds. 


3.251.796 

698.300 

1,113.464 

4.503,983 

32.50S.537 

148,768 

117.759 

1.101,556 

754,476 

4, 018. 90S 

1.510.440 

382,841 

67,683 

61.613 


THE   SEED  WHEAT   SITUATION. 

There  is  an  ample  supply  of  spring  wheat  available 
for  seed  in  Minnesota,  the  Dakotas,  and  Montana,  if  it  be 
properly  distributed.  There  appears  to  be  a  shortage  in 
some  districts  in  the  western  half  of  North  Dakota  and 
the  eastern  and  northern  part  of  Montana.  The  supply 
of  wheat  held  in  reserve  in  many  counties  in  western  North 
Dakota  is  only  slightly  more  than  the  normal  seed  require- 
ments in  those   counties. 

The  farmers  of  Minnesota  and  South  Dakota  seem  to 
be  well  supplied  with  seed  wheat  and  very  little  is  being 
stored  in  elevators.  The  elevators  in  northern  and  western 
Montana  and  in  parts  of  North  Dakota  are  storing  consid- 
erable quantities  of  wheat  for  seed.  A  demand  for  Marquis 
wheat  for  seed  has  developed  recently  in  Iowa,  Nebraska, 
Wisconsin,  Michigan,  and  Illinois,  where  spring  wheat 
usually  is  not  grown  in  large  quantities.  This  will  largely 
be  supplied  by  the  Food  Administration  Grain  Corporation 
in  Minneapolis. 

The  quality  of  the  seed  wheat  in  the  spring  wheat  area 
is   excellent,   practically   all   of   it   grading   No.    1    or   No.    2. 


There  is  a  scarcity  of  durum  wheat  which  contains  less  than 
five  per  cent  of  the  hard  spring  varieties. 

The' Food  Administration  Grain  Corporation  is  buying 
and  storing  practically  all  durum  wheat  suitable  for  seed 
which  reaches  the  Minneapolis  market,  but  up  to  January  17 
only  19  carloads  had  been  received.  In  addition  to  this  the 
Grain  Corporation  has  purchased  and  stored  45  cars  of 
Marquis  and  60  cars  of  other  varieties  of  spring  wheat  for 
seed  purposes.  The  Seed  Stocks  Committee  of  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture  had  approved  up  to 
January  17  about  282,000  bushels  of  seed  wheat  for  storage 
in  the  country  elevators  of  Minnesota,  North  Dakota,  South 
Dakota,  Montana,  and  Iowa. 


MISSOURI  VALLEY   FIELD   SEED   NOTES. 

The  seedsmen  in  the  Missouri  Valley  district  report 
that  the  demand  for  all  seeds  was  brisk  and  that  prices 
generally  were  higher  at  the  end  of  the  month  than  at  any 
time  during  this  season.  All  shipments  were  below  normal 
on  account  of  unfavorable  weather  conditions,  poor  trans- 
portation facilities,  and  the  inability  to  obtain  empty  cars. 
Many  farmers  and  country  shippers  have  been  inclined  to 
hold  their  seed,  anticipating  better  prices.  A  heavier  and 
earlier  demand  than  normal  is  expected  by  most  of  the 
seedsmen.     All  prices  quoted  below  are  per  100  pounds. 

MILLET — About  fifty  per  cent  of  the  German  millet 
seed  has  moved  to  distributing  centers  and  about  twenty-five 
per  cent  still  remains  in  growers'  hands.  The  quality  is 
reported  about  average.  Jobbers  are  bidding  from  $3.50  to 
$4.00  for  country-run  seed,  and  are  quoting  recleaned  seed 
at  $4.50  to  $5.00. 

SWEET  SORGHUMS— The  price  of  seed  increased 
abnormally  during  January,  attributed  to  small  receipts,  un- 
favorable weather  conditions,  short  crop,  and  big  demand. 
Many  jobbers  fear  that  their  supplies  may  come  in  too  late 
for  early  spring  planting  in  Texas  and  other  Southern 
States.  The  quality  of  the  seed  this  year  varies  consider- 
ably. Some  offerings  from  Kansas  and  Oklahoma  show  a 
poor  germination  test.  Jobbers  are  bidding  $7.50  to  $8.00 
for  countrv-run  seed,  and  quoting  recleaned  seed  at  $8  50 
to  $9.00. 

GRAIN  SORGHUMS— The  general  crop  was  below 
normal.  Apparently  sufficient  quantities  of  seed  are  avail- 
able and  no  serious  shortage  is  anticipated. 

A  heavier  demand  than  normal  for  this  seed  is  expected. 
owing  to  the  present  high  prices  of  sweet  sorghum  seed. 
The  January  movement  was  below  normal.  Jobbers  are 
bidding  $3.25  to  $3.50  for  country-run  seed,  and  quoting 
recleaned  seed  at  $4.00  to  $4.25. 

SUDAN  GRASS — Though  the  crop  is  reported  larger 
than  that  of  last  year,  movement  has  been  below  normal 
the  entire  season  because  of  the  wide  difference  of  opinion 
between  sellers  and  buyers  regarding  values.  Prices  ad- 
vanced slightly  during  January,  and  jobbers  are  bidding 
$13.00  to  $15.00  for  country-run  seed  and  quoting  recleaned 
seed  at  $17.00  to  $19.00. 

ALFALFA — Very  little  high  grade  seed  is  left  in  grow- 
ers' hands.  Jobbers  bought  their  requirements  early.  A  big 
demand  is  anticipated  this  spring,  as  indications  point  to 
the  substituting  of  alfalfa  for  red  clover  in  those  sections 
adapted  to  both  crops.  Prices  advanced  during  January, 
and  jobbers  are  bidding  from  $10.00  to  $16.50  for  country- 
run  seed  and  quoting  recleaned  seed  at  $14.00  to  $19.00. 

SWEET  CLOVER — The  price  of  seed  has  advanced 
rapidly  the  past  two  months  because  of  the  short  supply 
and  strong  demand.  Stocks  on  hand  have  been  reduced 
materially,  and  jobbers  do  not  believe  sufficient  supplies 
can  be  found  to  meet  a  normal  spring  demand.  Jobbers  are 
bidding  for  hulled  white  flower  sweet  clover,  country-run, 
$18.00  to  $23.00,  and  quoting  recleaned  seed  at  $25.00  to 
$27.00.  Recleaned,  unhulled  white  flower  sweet  clover  is 
being  quoted  at  $17.00  to  $18.25,  and  recleaned,  hulled, 
yellow   flower   biennial   at  $24.00   to   $25.00. 

SEED  CORN — The  general  opinion  of  the  more  im- 
portant jobbers  is  that  more  seed  corn  is  available  in  this 
section  than  was  anticipated  by  them  at  first.  Many  believe 
that  by  careful  selection  and  sorting,  sufficient  supplies  can 
be  obtained  to  take  care  of  their  local  demand.  This  favor- 
able condition  was  reported  from  some  portions  of  Missouri, 
Kansas,  and  Nebraska,  whereas  Oklahoma,  Colorado,  and 
Iowa  reported  a  serious  shortage.  Jobbers  are  bidding 
from  $2.00  to  $3.00  per  bushel  for  crib-run  corn  from  which 
seed  may  be  selected,  and  are  quoting  seed  corn  at  $3.00 
to  $6.00  per  bushel. 


